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First Edition. The role of social movements in Indian politics has always been important, even before
independence from colonial rule in 1947. During the Nehruvian era, poverty alleviation was a foundational
standard against which policy proposals and political claims were measured. At that time, movement activism
was directly accountable to this state discourse. Today, however, the nature of social movements have
undergone a transformation. In this volume--the first to focus on poverty and class in its analysis of social
movements--a group of leading India scholars shows how they have had to change because poverty reduction
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