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Massachusetts. Excerpt: . . . 7 risk; and in fact innocent people died as a result of the develop-ment, or rather the
ignoring, of a certain confidential informant. With that, I yield back to the Chair. A OURETTE Mr. L T. Thank you,
Mr. Delahunt. Mr. Frank, any opening remarks you would like to make Mr. F. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. RANK I
am very pleased to be here, although as a general rule staying out of courtrooms is a principle that many
people in my profession strive to achieve. I appreciate the opportunity to be available. Being in a courtroom -
or the courthouse, I guess - is a little more familiar for my colleague. There are very few courthouses in this
area not named for one of his predecessors, so he gets to go to them more oJen. I am very grateful to the
gentleman from Ohio who is presiding today, to the chairman of the full committee, and to the gentleman
from Indiana for his willingness to take on a task that many would shy away from; and that is - and I cant think
of any task more im-portant - trying to make sure that law-enforcement people, whom we necessarily trust
with enormous power over our lives, discharge those powers responsibly. Last fall, Congress significantly
increased the ability of the FBI and other law-enforcement agencies at the Federal level to pierce the veil of
privacy that most people would prefer to have....
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