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minuteness did not come within the scope of my original examinations, what | have thus hastily collected and
presented must be regarded rather as a few general facts for comparison, and as hints or suggestions, to be
followed out by others who enjoy more leisure, than as a full compilation of statistics on the subject of cotton.
Yet, in their present imperfect and meager state under some heads, they still contain, under each, it is hoped, a
few data which may prove useful, since they bring together, in a condensed and systematic view, many
scattered details on a subject very important to the finances of the country at this time, as well as to its future
prosperity, in each of the three great branches of national industry - agriculture, commerce, and
manufactures. Any inferences or suggestions on the influence of tariffs upon the growth or manufacture of
cotton, or on the propriety of protection to manufactures or other branches of our national interests, which
have been so much agitated in former years, were studiously avoided, as not called for by the occasion, or the
present condition of the country. The notes contain numerous illustrations, additional explanations, and facts,
which could not be conveniently incorporated into the tables; and some of which are very material for deciding
correctly upon the accuracy of the figures and statements contained in the different columns. The general
arrangement of the tables and notes is such as to present, first, the facts and estimates on the growth or...
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