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SIMON SCHUSTER, United States, 2006. Microfilm. Book Condition: New. Revised ed.. 302 x 254 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. In 1974 in a remote region of Ethiopia, Donald Johanson, then one of America s
most promising young paleoanthropologists, discovered Lucy, the oldest, best preserved skeleton of any erect-
walking human ever found. This discovery prompted a complete reevaluation of previous evidence for human
origins. In the years since this dramatic discovery Johanson has continued to scour East Africa s Great riG
Valley for the earliest evidence of human origins. In 1975 this team unearthed the First Family, an unparalleled
fossil assemblage of 13 individuals dating back to 3.2 million years ago; and in 1986 at the RiG s most famous
location, Olduvai Gorge, this same team discovered a 1.8 million-year-old partial adult skeleton that
necessitated a reassessment of the earliest members of our own genus Homo. Johanson s fieldwork continues
unabated and recently more fossil members of Lucy s family have been found, including the 1992 discovery of
the oldest, most complete skull of her species, with future research now planned for 1996 in the virtually
unexplored regions of the most northern extension of the RiG Valley in Eritrea. From Lucy to Language is a
summing up of this remarkable career and a stunning documentary of human life through time on Earth. It is
a combination of the vital experience of field work and the intellectual rigor of primary research. It is the fusion
of two great writing talents: Johanson and Blake Edgar, an accomplished science writer, editor of the
California Academy of Sciences Pacific Discovery, and co-author of Johanson s last book, Ancestors. From Lucy
to Language is one of the greatest stories ever told, bracketing the timeline between bipedalism and human
language. Part I addresses the central...
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